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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 6, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIAN 
SMITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MESSER) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, through whom we see 
what we could be, and what we can be-

come, thank You for giving us another 
day. 

Send Your spirit upon the Members 
of this people’s House to encourage 
them in their official tasks. Be with 
them and with all who labor here to 
serve this great Nation and its people. 

Assure them that whatever their re-
sponsibilities, You provide the grace to 
enable them to be faithful in their du-
ties and the wisdom to be conscious of 
their obligations and fulfill them with 
integrity. 

Remind us all of the dignity of work 
and teach us to use our talents and 
abilities in ways that are honorable 
and just and are of benefit to those we 
serve. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
EMMER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. EMMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

VETERAN JOHN GRAW, WELCOME 
TO MINNESOTA’S SIXTH 

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome an incredible indi-

vidual who is new to Minnesota’s Sixth 
Congressional District. 

John Graw, a World War II veteran, 
recently moved to Ramsey to be closer 
to his daughters. Upon his arrival in 
Ramsey—which was, coincidentally, 
the day before Veterans Day—the 
Ramsey City Council awarded John 
with a key to the city and a letter wel-
coming him to the community. 

John was a master sergeant in the 
U.S. Army Air Force and served with 
the Mediterranean Allied Air Force 
that fought in the North African Cam-
paign as well as the European theater 
in Italy and France during World War 
II. 

I am so glad that John received such 
a warm welcome to Ramsey, especially 
because he came to the defense of our 
Nation during one of its darkest times. 
It is inspiring to know that this hero 
lives among us, and it is an honor to 
stand here today and welcome this 
member of the Greatest Generation to 
our community. 

f 

ARMY RECOGNITION FOR ARKAN-
SAS CONGRESSMAN STEVE 
WOMACK 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the achievement of a true Ar-
kansas leader, my colleague and friend, 
Representative STEVE WOMACK. 

Early this year, STEVE was awarded 
the Department of the Army’s Decora-
tion for Distinguished Civilian Service, 
which is the highest award the Sec-
retary of the Army may bestow upon a 
civilian. 

Before being elected Representative 
for Arkansas’ Third Congressional Dis-
trict, STEVE dedicated most of his 
adult life to the Arkansas Army Na-
tional Guard where he retired as a 
colonel after 30 years of service. 
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